
Owen Park: A Tisbury Treasure!

Tisbury Visioning question: What place, structure, or 
characteristic of the town do you absolutely want to preserve for 
future generations?

“This park is our town’s 
public connection to the 
water.” “The park is an activity center and 

gathering place.”

“Owen Park is a place where 
traditions are carried on.”

Community comments:

“Owen Park is a place that 
brings community together, 
where generations mix.”

“Owen Park holds 
memories, it is part of 
our family history.”
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Meetings:
2nd  & 4th Thursdays of the month
Vineyard Haven Library



Owen Park Committee

Paul Doherty
Wendy Andrews
John Bacheller 
Andrew Berry
Dana Hodsdon
Hyung Lee
April Levandowski
Elaine Miller 
Tony Nevin
Nora Nevin
Scott Tuttle

Tomar Waldman-DPW
Ben Robinson - PB
Cheryl Doble - PB
Melinda Loberg - BOS



Presentation:

• History
• Community Uses
• Site considerations 
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1848 Holmes Hole
• Homes for Prosperous Mariners 1833 - 1864
• Captain Thomas Bradley’s “Model Village“
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1908 Vineyard Haven
Village Development expands, extending William Street to the North 
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Waterfront Houses

1856
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1892

W.B. Owen purchases 3 waterfront houses
for the open view for his planned new house 
on William Street (1903~1904)
W. B. Owen relocated all 3 houses in town 
a. John Merry 1851
b. Tristram Luce, Rudder Grange Inn 1811 - 1908
c. Benjamin Allen 1802 - 190

√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√√
a b

c
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W. B. Owen’s Visionary Developments 
in and around Vineyard Haven
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1914 W.B. Owen’s Passing

1921 Donation of “William Barry Owen Park” 
deeded in 1919 by Mrs. Mae Montgomery Owen to the village of   

  Vineyard Haven as a public playground & recreation center
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1922,“The Playground” depicts
1st Band Stand in Owen Park

“the bandstand and the seats around were built by 
volunteers in the late afternoons and early evenings, 
the women of the town each night serving a free 
supper to the workers.
Through the same spirit of generosity the 
entertainment on the playground has also been 
provided, for the many people of note who visit the 
Vineyard are promptly pressed into service to give of 
their talent. Band concerts and fireworks vary the 
programs. 
For the children there are play swings and sand 
gardens and a baby group in charge of a Red Cross 
Nurse holds say in the park each morning.”
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1st Bandstand in Owen Park
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1939 Owen Park seen from Main street
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Added in Owen Park 20~30s

1929 Flag Pole erected
1935 WCTU Fountain



1840’s 1865

E
nd

 o
f

C
iv

il 
W

ar

E
ar

ly
 s

et
tle

m
en

t 
b

ui
ld

in
g

s

1883

G
re

at
 F

ire

1892

W
es

t T
is

b
ur

y 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed

1889

W
at

er
 C

om
p

an
y 

fo
rm

ed

1903

B
. O

w
en

 p
ur

ch
as

es
fu

tu
re

 p
ar

k 
lo

t

1907-8

B
. O

w
en

 m
ov

es
 h

ou
se

s 
of

f l
ot

1913

P
os

tc
ar

d
 o

f 
b

at
hi

ng
 b

ea
ch

1914

B
. O

w
en

 d
ie

s
54

 y
rs

.

1921

M
rs

. O
w

en
 g

ift
s 

th
e 

lo
t t

o 
th

e 
to

w
n 

to
 b

e 
kn

ow
n 

as
 

“O
w

en
 P

ar
k”

1922

A
rt

ic
le

 in
 “

P
la

yg
ro

un
d

” 
p

er
io

d
ic

al
 is

 p
ub

lis
he

d

1929

M
em

or
ia

l F
la

g
p

ol
e 

is
 

in
st

al
le

d

1935

W
C

TU
 F

ou
nt

ai
n 

in
st

al
le

d

1930’s

“M
ar

ch
 to

 th
e 

se
a”

 
tr

ad
iti

on
 b

eg
in

s

1940-50’s

p
os

tc
ar

d
s 

of
 

th
e 

p
ar

k
1955

P
la

ns
 fo

r 
ne

w
 

b
an

d
st

an
d

 b
eg

in

1961

N
ew

 B
an

d
st

an
d

 
co

m
p

le
te

d

1960’s

p
ar

ki
ng

 a
nd

 e
nt

ry
 ro

ad
 

p
av

ed
, n

ar
ro

w
ed

 fo
r 

sa
fe

ty

1954

H
ur

ric
an

e 
st

rik
es

 
Ti

sb
ur

y

1990’s

N
ew

 h
ar

b
or

m
as

te
r 

b
ui

ld
in

g
 

2005

“J
aw

s”
 fe

st
iv

al

2015

R
es

id
en

ts
 g

ro
up

 fo
rm

s 
in

 
co

nc
er

t w
ith

 V
is

io
n 

C
ou

nc
il

2018

15
0 

ye
ar

 a
nn

iv
er

sa
ry

 o
f 

“T
is

b
ur

y 
B

an
d

”

2021

10
0 

ye
ar

 a
nn

iv
er

sa
ry

 o
f 

“O
w

en
 P

ar
k”

Owen Park Postcards, before 1954
dirt road, swing chairs, shorter pier
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Owen Park Alterations 50~60’s

• 1954 Hurricanes Carol & Edna, fixed Pier
• North Side Grading, Paving for added 

Parking Spaces
• A request for a new bandstand by 

Playground & Recreation Committee 
• 1961, a curb is installed to designate 

parking area

• 1954 Hurricanes Carol & Edna, fixed Pier
• North Side Grading, Paving for added 

Parking Spaces
• A request for a new bandstand by 

Playground & Recreation Committee
• 1961, a curb is installed to designate 

parking area
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2nd Bandstand, 1961~1962
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Activities in and around Owen Park



1908 VH Public Bathing Beach



VH Public Bathing Beach

accessible 
beach front



 
Current beach and swimming
needs:

Clean beach space

Safe water space

Life guard

Water

Trash

Showers

Unloading

parking



Community events

Concerts     Movies     Performances     Traditions

Performance space

Seating

Unloading

Electricity

Storage



The VH Band tradition begins, 1868~



Summer Band Concert “in Owen Park”

1977



2005 JAWSFEST & MVFF outdoor film screenings
30th Anniversary ushers in new tradition of 
watching movies on the harbor



Harbormaster 
activities:  

Office with harbor view

Communication

Manage Town Pier

Oversight of dinghy dock

Safety on the water

Direct visiting boats

Boat pump out



Boating activities:  

Dinghy docking 

Dinghy storage

Unloading equipment

Parking

Water

Bathrooms & Showers

Electricity

Trash

Boat pump out



 
informal gathering,  
picnicking, & play

Benches & seating areas

Shade

Picnic tables & benches

Play equipment

Trash receptacles



Challenges

Beach Conflicts
Parking Maintenance

Limited space
Programming

AccessibilitySafety
play

Storage
Drop off

Trash collection



Site context      

… Circulation …. Abutting properties … Historic lot patterns …
Narrow site … View channels … Slope … Main St. …



Site Conditions      

Physical conditions
Shape
Slope
Vegetation
Views

Circulation
Pedestrians
Bikes 
Cars

Structures
Bandstand
Flag pole
Harbormaster’s office
Bathroom & showers
Dock

Amenities
Benches
Swing set
Lighting
trash receptacles
Dinghy racks
Swim rafts



Site Conditions      

Physical conditions
Shape
Slope
Vegetation
Views



Site Conditions      

Circulation
Pedestrians
Bikes 
Cars



Site Conditions      

Structures
Bandstand
Flag pole
Harbormaster’s office
Bathroom & showers
Dock



Site Conditions      

Amenities
Benches
Swing set
Lighting
Trash receptacles
Dinghy racks
Swim rafts



2018, 150 year Anniversary for “The VH band”

2021, 100 year Anniversary for “Owen Park”

Through the Provision of this community play place, 
the Summer life of the whole Vineyard has profited.

(The Playground, Nov 1922)


