
We moved all the services, hydrants and side streets onto the 
12-inch water main on Franklin Street and abandoned the older, 
smaller main from Fairfield Avenue to Bigelow Road. This will 
enhance water quality and fire flow to the West Chop area.
7
We will be continuing this program over the next several years.
7
Thank you,
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Paul Wohler

e-mail: pdiamond@
tisburywaterworks.org
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TISBURY WATER WORKS
2016 WATER QUALITY TESTING DATA
PWSID #4296000

Date Detected Violation
Contaminants Tested Units MCL MCLG Level Range Major Sources (Yes/No)

Regulated Substances

Inorganic Contaminants
Barium 2013 ppm 2 2 0.014 n/a Discharge from drilling wastes; discharge from 

metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits; No

Nitrate 2015 ppm 10 10 0.73 0.22 - 0.73 Runoff from fertilzer use; leaching from septic 
tanks; sewerage; erosion of natural deposits No

Asbestos 2013 MFL 7 0 4.00 n/a Asbestos-cement water main pipe. No
Sodium 2016 ppm - 20 21.2 13.5 - 21.2 Road run-off and corrosion control chemicals; No

Naturally occurring in the environment
Radioactive Contaminants

Gross Alpha Activity 2012 pCi/L 15 0 0.75 n/a Erosion of natural deposits No
Radium 226 & 228 2015 pCi/L 5 0 0.56 n/a Erosion of natural deposits No

Synthetic Organic Contaminants
Di(2-Ethylhexyl)phthalate 2012 ppb 6 0 2.5 ND - 2.5 Discharge from rubber and chemical factories No

Volatile Organic Contaminants
Chloroform 2016 ppb 2.5 2.5 Erosion of natural deposits No
Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) 2016 ppb 5 0 1.65 ND - 1.65 Lining of asbestos cement water mains No

Lead & Copper
Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analysis from 31 homes throughout the service area.

AL 90th Percentile
Lead 2015 ppm 0.015 0 0.007 ND - 0.081 Corrosion in household plumbing No
Copper 2015 ppm 1.30 1.30 0.250 0.040 - 0.440 Corrosion in household plumbing No

Unregulated Substances Date Units SMCL Level Range

Sulfate 2016 ppm 250 5.1 3.6 -5.1 Naturally occurring in the environment No
Iron 2016 ppm 0.3 1 0.33 - 1.00 Naturally occurring in the environment
Manganese 2016 ppm 0.05 0.032 .018 - .032 Naturally occurring in the environment
Hardness 2016 ppm n/a 14.4 8.8 - 14.4 As CaCO3
Alkalinity 2016 ppm n/a 40.2 22.3 - 40.2 As CaCO3

Unregulated Contaminants Monitoing Rule - 3

Chromium(Total) 2014 ppb 0.4 0.2 - 0.4 Naturally occurring element; used in making

Chromium (IV) 2014 ppb 0.17 0.12 - 0.17
steel and other alloys; chromium-6 used in 
chrome plating, dtes and pigments, leather 
tanning and wood preservation.

Strontium 2014 ppb 31.6 14.5 - 31.6 Naturall occurring element; used in cathode ray 
tube televisions

Chlorate 2014 ppb 44 ND - 44 Agricultural defoliant or dessicant

Unregulated contaminants are those substances for which EPA has not established drinking water standards. 
The purpose of unregulated contaminants monitoring is to assist EPA in determining their occurrence in drinking water
and whether future regulation is warranted.

Microbial Contaminants
Highest # 
Positive 

in a 
Month

Violation

Total Coliform 4 Yes Naturally occurring in the environment
Fecal coliform - E-coli 0 No Human and animal fecal waste
* Compliance with the Fecal Coliform/E. Coli MCL is determined upon additional testing.

Total Coliform: Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other  potentially harmful bacteremia may be present.
Coliforms where found in more samples than allowed and this is a warning of potential problems. About our Coliform violation: In July, September, October and November
2016 coliforms were found in the water system in low concentartions. After flushing and chlorinating the system, subsequent samples came back negative.
We continue to monitor the water carefully each month for coliforms and other contaminants. 

* 0

MCL MCLG

1 0

Total Coliform: Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially harmful, waterborne pathogens may be present or that a poten-
tial pathway exists through which contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms indicating the need to look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution.
When this occurs, we are required to conduct assessment(s) to identify problems and to correct any problems that were found during these assessments. During the past year we were required to 
conduct one Level 1 assessment. One Level 1 assessment was completed. In addition, we were required to take one corrective action and we completed this action. During the past year, two Level 2
assessments were required to be completed for our water system. Two Level 2 assessments were completed. In addition, we were required to take six corrective actions and we completed all six of
these actions. 

Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in the water system.

Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why
total coliform bacteria have been found in the water system on multiple occasions.             
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The Tisbury Water Works adds sodium hydroxide (25% NaOH) to its water 
to increase the pH levels and control corrosion. Testing throughout the water
system has shown that this treatment has been effective at reducing lead and
copper concentrations, and has helped to retard the corrosion of iron in our 
old cast iron mains.


