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Value of open space and community parksp p y p

All surveyed found the 
Hi i l preservation goals 

moderately or very 
important

Historic value

Farmland
important.

Water & conservation

Recreation

Passive recreation

Streetscapes



Current Use: town parks p

Owen Park is the only park y p
that is visited often by 
majority of respondents. 

Most respondents visit 
parks occasionally. 

Respondents indicated very 
little use of Hagerty Park g y
and Church Street Tennis 
Courts



Current use: swimmingCurrent use: swimming 
Swimming areas are not often 
used by most respondents. 

Tashmoo, Owen Park and ,
Eastville received moderate 
and some frequent use.  

Wilfred’s Pond and Grove Ave 
Road end are not used at all by 

lmost people.



Current use: open spaceCurrent use: open space



Level of satisfactionLevel of satisfaction

Over all condition of facilities 55 ‐ 65% of respondentsOver all condition of facilities

Play areas for kids

55  65% of respondents 
are moderately satisfied

About 10% are very 
Facilities for young adults

Facilities for adults

y
satisfied 

Lowest satisfaction focuses 
Facilities for  adults

Facilities for seniors

on recreation 

Respondents are moderately satisfied with parks and open space



Improvements to increase useImprovements to increase use 

Most respondents felt allAwareness Most respondents felt all 
suggested improvements 
would make a difference. 

Awareness

Facilities

Safe bike connections and 
improved sidewalks were 

Neighborhood 

Sidewalks

the highest ranked. 

Increased awareness of

Bike connections

Increased  awareness of 
parks is also important

Car access



Recreation Needs: activeRecreation Needs: active 

The pop 5 are shown in 

Swimming beach  70%

Bike Trails  63% table

Other needs that were 
k d

Neighborhood parks  56%

ranked
• Picnic –tables & grills
• Fitness trail
• Small boat access

Kid’s play area  47%

Hiking trails  49%

Small boat access

Other needs suggested
• Park and rec. programg
• 3 season opportunities
• Community gardens



Recreation Needs: passiveRecreation Needs: passive 

Seating Vineyard Haven 53%

Safety walking areas is 
essential

Seating Vineyard Haven 53%

Gathering areas  38%
Appearance of town is 
important  in creating 
pleasant walking

Waterfront board walks ‐ seating 77%

Scenic overlooks  44%

pleasant walking, 
seating and gathering 
areas

Shade trees   33%
Maintenance is 
important ‐ Recycling, 
trash containers



Improving Stewardship p g p

Capital planning for 
parks

Establish a Town parksPark plans

Park/Rec committee

Establish a Town parks 
and recreation 
committeeCapital planning

The prepare 
inventories and plans 

Friends group

Training

for sitesFriends group



Community SupportCommunity Support 

Reveals the 

Participate in planning 42%
importance of 
volunteers and the 
opportunity to 
d l dVolunteer on Park Project ‐49%

Volunteer on park clean up 88%

develop and 
coordinate  volunteer 
activities.

Volunteer on park clean up – 88%

Support use of CPC funds ‐ 65% 

The connection 
between the use of 
CPC funding andCPC funding and 
capital planning.



Big ideasBig ideas
USE

• Other than Owen Park, parks aren’t frequently used by the , p q y y
community
• Open space preserves have less use
• Very few people swim at town beaches
• People don’t know about many of our resources

UNDERSERVED
• Children
• Kids not on teams
• Seniors

GENERAL
• connectivity – Bike and sidewalks between parks
• Spatial distribution neighborhood parks• Spatial distribution  ‐‐ neighborhood parks



Big ideasBig ideas

WATERFRONTWATERFRONT
• Swimming beach
• Board walk and seating

IMPROVEMENTS
• Plans for individual parks
• Capital planning
• Community support – CPC funding  and volunteers

USE OF VOLENTEERS
• How does town facilitate volunteer efforts



Potential next steps: 
• Establish goals and develop policy
• Development of Future Recreation Mapp p
• Development of a General Capital   

Improvement Planp

RResources
Town website, Vision Forum page

P t tiPresentation
Survey summary 


